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I am very pleased to share with all of you that
NITTTR Kolkata has been involved
passionately in bringing out a new trilingual
magazine named as Bhartiya Kala and Shilpa
which is quite unique endeavor in any
academic institute in modern era to the best
of my knowledge. A question might be
coming to all of you, why we use Bharat in
its title instead of India although in modern
time, name of our country is mostly known as
India particularly by English educated people
in post independent India. It is commonly
believed that the name “India” was derived
from the name of the Indus (Sindhi) River
which dates back 4th century BCE
Particularly found in the work of Herodotus,
Greek Historian. This term was reappeared in
modern English in 17" Century. It is being
used profusely as the English language is
getting spread at faster rate like a wild fire in
modern India particularly after advent of
Globalization in 1990s and spoiling Indian
culture, tradition and well developed and
scientific native languages to the point of no
return in the name of modernity. However, in
ancient time, she was known as Bharatvarsa.
The word “Bharatvarsa” consists of two
terms namely Bharat and Varsa. The Sanskrit
word “Bharat” is stemmed from Va (1)

means luster/ light and rat (@) which means
love/devotion. That means Bharatvarsa is that
country with such a legacy where people
were devoted their life in the pursuit of

knowledge and experiencing the ultimate
truth. Hence this name is far superior than
mere India which was given by people who
could not pronounce Sindh properly of course
if this historical fact is right. Therefore we
must try to use Bharatvarsa or Bharat as
much as we can in all sphere of life.

The Bharat, a country of glorious heritage of
humanistic culture is the seventh largest
country in the world and the second most
populous country with the population over
130 crores with many different languages,
life styles, creed, ethnic groups and religions.
Unfortunately we are under apparent attack
of cultural invasion perpetuated by our own
people and spreading the barbaric and
inhumanistic culture across the country in the
name of development and modernity. Most of
our art forms and indigenous shilpa which are
inherently eco-friendly and sustainable are
obliterated in the name of modernity and
westernization. As a result, we are losing the
rigor of our original Bharatiya culture and
tradition as most of them are distorted and
replaced with western culture due to
ignorance of gullible but educated and
pseudointellectual people due to modern
westernized education system powered with
a false aspiration and dreams to become a
developed nation. The objective of this
magazine is to encourage the students,
teachers and other members of our society to
preserve and re-establish the ethos of
Bharatiya kala and shilpa as it is the lifeline
of our civilization since time of immoral. Let
us dedicate our lives for this noble cause of
rejuvenating Indian glorious kala, shilpa and
heritage.

Prof. Debi Prasad Mishra
Director
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Novel National Education
Policy Framework 2020:
A Roadmap Towards
Accomplishment

Ayan Banik
Student
ayanbanik97@yahoo.com

Abstract

In India, the need of the time was an
introduction to a modernized efficient
research-based  collaborative  flexible
learning ecosystem, which has been
partially accomplished by adopting novel
National Education Policy Framework
2020 to revolutionize present teaching-
learning procedure and to continuously
encourage the bright young mind to get
familiar with schooling as well as higher
education. The new policy aimed quality
education for all citizens through the
Educational Industry Revolution (EIR 4.0)
and designed to achieve numerous
objective which includes fulfilment of
Sustainable Development Goals. The
policy has prioritised the use of mother-
tongue in preliminary learning and provide
enough scope to learn a wide range of
foreign languages at the advance level of
studies. Besides, it has made an effort to
eradicate rigid separation between streams
in the academic curriculum and in turn
promote the multi-stream model with
flexible entry and exit system. It has also
been committed to develop & set-up new
state-of-the-art  prestigious institution/
universities all across the nation and shall
prove beneficial in minimizing the gap and
removing disparities between Government
and Private schools. Introduction to ICT
and digital pedagogy, extend its

opportunities for the learner to continue
their studies even in remote areas and very
helpful for the person with disabilities. The
authors have made an effort to review

related literature, and to present a
significant briefcase study  over
multidimensional aspects on NEP 2020.
The methodology consists of extraction of
summary of national educational policy
proposal, reviewing the importance of
suggestion with substantial momentous
background [1].

Keywords:  education, empowerment,
growth, literacy and sustainability

Overview

An ideal society demands decent education
to enhance knowledge of individual which
in turn helps to develop high moral
consciousness. In India, the education
system has been rugged and spoiled due to
the absence of key factors which are
supposed to trigger the excellence in
education. The NEP 20 has been edged by
compiling valuable suggestion from every
corner of the society and if appropriately
implemented could play as a game-changer
[2]. The New Education Policy 2020, which
will undeniably be a milestone in India's
education history, was accepted by the
Government after wide-ranging
consultations. The strategy is systematic,
detailed, far-sighted, and will undoubtedly
play a significant role in the nation's future
development. For having done a
phenomenal job, | have to congratulate the
TSR Subramanian Committee in 2016 and
the K Kasturirangan Committee. A
comprehensive, learner-centered, scalable
framework that aims to turn India into a
thriving information society is a welcome
focus of the policy. It rightfully balances
India’s roots and pride and the recognition
from around the globe of the latest concepts
and activities in the field of learning. One
of the loftier targets is to introduce two
crores, out-of-school children into the
school system, and minimise dropouts, |
note with great pleasure. The main issues
well addressed by NEP are the decrease of
the burdensome and complex syllabus, the
emphasis on technical education, and
environmental education. Students would
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feel even more inspired to have the ability
to pick the things they want to study.
Another welcome measure is an effort to
enhance transparency by creating a
collective authority to take charge of all
organisations that are exempt from medical
and law schools. By envisaging the
integration between research and the art
outlets, the proposal offers a fillip to
comprehensive schooling. In  building
informed citizenship necessary for the
strengthening of our political foundations,
the emphasis on ethics and human and
constitutional principles can go a long way.
The proposal further extends the reach of
primary education, expanding the school-
going years from 3 to 18 instead of the
former 6 to 14. In the formative age range
of 3-6 years, this would make for more
holistic growth of infants. A much needed,
timely initiative to boost the standard of
education at the primary education level is
the creation of a National Mission on
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy [3].
NEP recognises the value of nutrition to
children's optimal growth and has also
included a requirement for an energy-filled
breakfast to help children attain improved
academic results in addition to the healthy
mid-day meal. In the current education
policy, a much-discussed stipulation
emphasises that the medium of instruction
up to at least fifth grade (preferably eight
grade) would be in a regional language
known as native to India. This is a positive
development, as the mother tongue plays an
incredibly important role in the child's
overall growth. A child's mother tongue,
which a child hears right from the moment
he or she is born, provides personal
identification, communicates with society,
and is essential to cognitive growth. Mother
tongue schooling can also enable children
to cultivate curiosity in regional literature
and culture and help them to properly
appreciate the practices and customs that
are indigenous to a specific area. 1 am
happy that the strategy also puts a
significant focus on India's traditional
languages. India, with a cornucopia of

languages, dialects, and mother tongues, is
a vast and diverse region. In the world, a
variety of developing nations teach their
children in their mother tongues. When
world leaders call me, even if they are
fluent in English, they choose to speak in
their mother tongues. In their mother
tongues, great scholars tend to compose and
speak. There is an individual dignity
connected with speaking one's mother
tongue, and in our children, we have to
inculcate this feeling of pride. This strategy
on schooling was long overdue. Emphasis
must now turn to its successful and
productive execution. To make the shift
possible in the schools, states and the Union
government have to work together. 1 am
sure that this strategy is the path forward, if
properly executed, to render India a
flourishing knowledge centre. While NEP
seeks to maximise public spending in
education from the existing 4.3 percent to 6
percent of GDP, for this to be implemented,
we must have a time period. | hope that, in
the successful execution of this programme,
all states can give their wholehearted
support [4].

Key Focus Area

The necessity of vibrant NEP 20 has been
investigated to understand major reforms
and to access the real essence of the
educational life cycle. The objective of the
study is to evaluate the key focused area
based on which new innovative changes has
been proposed in education architecture
and are expected to be implemented within
2030 with a vision towards building
imaginative strong multidisciplinary liberal
educational communities.

1. Framing specific guidelines and
lucrative regulation

2. Uppermost Priority to early childhood
care and education

3. Holistic development
pedagogical configuration

4. Ensuring foundational literacy and
proficiency among learners

through
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10.

Free and compulsory universal access
to age group 3-18 years

Catalyzing excellence hybrid
academic-industry based research
Good governance by facilitating
education through school complexes
Equitable and inclusive education
network for better learning outcome
Formation of ‘Rashtriya Shiksha
Aayog’ to emphasize potential thrust
areas

Energized, engaged and professionally
capable teachers, trainers or faculties

Important Features

In

an age where learning, science, and

creativity are relevant, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said the new education
policy would turn millions of lives to render
India an information hub. 34-years of old
complex education policy has now been
reformed by union cabinet associates
chaired by honourable Prime Minister of
India during the sensitive time of global
pandemic outbreak which signifies the
importance.

Centre and the States shall synchronise
and work together to upsurge the need
for public investment in the Education
sector, to achieve the target to reach 6%
of total Gross Domestic Product at the
earliest

To accomplish 100% Gross Enrolment
Ratio through a hybrid school education
model

10+2 pattern is to be certainly replaced
by 5+3+3+4 curricular structure
corresponding to ages 3-8, 8-11, 11-14,
and 14-18 years respectively
Conduction of examination by an
appropriate authority in and after grades
3,5,and 8

All higher education institute to be
transformed into  multidisciplinary
institutions i.e. 1ITs, opening doors for
humanities students to become an
interdisciplinary organization
Instigation of Academic Bank of Credit
with a dedicated online repository

National Institute of Technical Teachers’ Training and Research, Kolkata

Low stakes to board examination, in
turn, relaxing the stress of the aspirants
NCERT to develop a ‘National
Curricular and Pedagogical
Framework’ for ‘Early Childhood Care
and Education’ up to the age of eight
Respective district/state have been
encouraged to establish "Bal Bhavans"
which shall be responsible to nurture
the culture in art-related, play-related
and career-related activities.
Establishment of  ‘State  School
Standards  Authority” which shall
develop an effective ‘School Quality
Assessment and Accreditation
Framework’

Formulation of ‘National Assessment
Centre’ i.e. PARAKH ‘(Performance
Assessment, Review, and Analysis of
Knowledge for Holistic Development)’
A National Committee for the
Integration of Vocational Education
(NCIVE) should be constituted by the
Ministry of Education

The formation of an Indian Institute of
Translation and Interpretation (I1TI) is
suggested by the New Education
Policy, in order to emphasise
considerable focus on Sanskrit and
other Indian languages.

The ‘National Scholarship Portal’ shall
be expanded to smartly track the
progress of  students  receiving
scholarships and moreover, private
HEIs will be reinvigorated to offer
greater numbers of free ships by
creation of ‘National Mission for
Mentoring’

Internationalization and globalization
of education by allowing entry of top
world-ranked renowned universities to
inaugurate new campuses in India by
either institutional collaborations or by
student and faculty mobility. Moreover,
International Student office is to be set-
up at institution to host foreign students.
Usage of schools / specific campus
complexes outside school hours and
public library spaces for ICT-equipped




Bharatiya Kala O Shilpo

adult education courses and other group
involvement and enrichment
programmes where necessary

NEP emphasizes on setting up of
Gender Inclusion Fund (GIF) and
empowered disadvantaged regions and
marginalised groups by Special
Education Zones. for the free exchange
of ideas on the use of technology to
enhance planning, learning, assessment
and administration.

Contemporary Challenges

The New Education Policy 2020 might be
providing a brand-new runway for the
Indian Education System to fly high, but
amidst the pandemic, the announcement
has attracted a lot of criticism from Industry
Brains. Before arriving on any conclusions,
Indian Education System faces several
challenges on the grass-root level for NEP
impositions and implications.

The proposed infrastructural
advancements mentioned in the NEP is
missing in most of the educational
institutions of rural India. In several
places, students lack the basic amenities
required for education. The void
already existing is just elevated
between the urban and the rural. The
unhealthy situation of Government
Schools must also be taken into
consideration.

Educators imparting education are not
well trained to follow the proposed
standards of education. In many places,
the lack the technological
advancements may it be a supply of
good quality electricity or be it high
bandwidth internet facility. Moreover,
there is a shortage of teachers in most
parts of India which need to be filled to
cope up with NEP.

The government have announced
spending 6% of the GDP towards
education without keeping in mind that
the spending has fallen to 3.2% of the
GDP in 2020-2021 budget. But keeping

National Institute of Technical Teachers’ Training and Research, Kolkata

in mind the current pandemic situation,
a 40% fall is expected thus leaving the
spending to 2% of the GDP. Thus,
creating a ruckus on public or private
investments to finance the 6% allotted
GDP.

NEP has focused on the Research and
Development which is a much-needed
thing of the hour to compete with the
Technologically Advanced Countries.
But the country lacks the expected
infrastructure in the research field. The
research was not well promoted before
the NEP and thus leading to very fewer
advancements in this field all around
India.

Student’s dropout, a major problem of
rural India will pose as a challenge for
NEP to flourish at the grass-root level.
Though NEP has proposed a much
interesting evaluation process along
with a great curriculum, but
implementing and well advertising
them to all the students of rural India
will be of the major issue.

Throughout the world, the English
language has received paramount value
for its unique global outreach nature,
along with it is also crucial to interact
and communicate with individuals or
communities throughout India or any
other significant nation all across the
globe. Western conglomerates, where
English is of vital significance, control
job building, exporting technological
assistance, and expertise. English can
only be provided from the secondary
stage under the current system.
Children from households that cannot
afford to develop the English literacy of
their children would miss out on golden
opportunities. Discontinuing English as
the primary medium can render English
fluency dependent on whether you can
afford private tutors, thus
disadvantaging the population of the
lower caste who see English as a way to
escape the hierarchy of the caste.
Sanskrit mainstreaming in India will be
associated with Latin mainstreaming in
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the west. Biblical Latin is a dead
tongue, but less than 1 percent of the
Indian community uses Sanskrit. Only a
regressive  move can be seen to
mainstream this antique tongue. The
number of English speakers in India
was 125 million at the time of the 2001
Survey  on Bilingualism  and
Trilingualism, and this number could
have risen since then. What has earned
India an advantage over much of South-
East Asia is the English language. Even
the Chinese government, which until
recently has only funded the Chinese
media, is proposing changes and the
integration of the English language into
its educational system.

Probable Solution

The NEP 2020 have suggested a set of
reforms to school and university education,
among them with a focus on the flexibility
of subjects, research-oriented learning and
eliminating silos between the streams of
learning. Removing the difference between
“Curricular”, “Extra-Curricular” and “Co-
Curricular”. But the challenges it will face
have solutions noteworthy.

e The government must propose a
centralized board of education for
secondary as well as higher secondary
education for eliminating the voids and
differences between different boards of
education.

e Infrastructural aspects of rural schools
must be taken into prime consideration
to implement the policy at the grass-
root level.

e Quality of education is only possible
with skilled educators. The government
must ensure proper training to the
teachers to keep them well practiced
with  modern  advancements  of
education as proposed in the NEP 2020.
Only then they could impart their skills
to the new buds and the future of the
country — our students.

e New and attractive methods have to be
implicated to promote education to

decrease the number of increasing
dropouts every year, thus awaiting a
new Skill India.

e The government must ensure
appropriate connectivity to every part
of India, along with centralized digital
accessories and smart gadgets need to
be distributed at subsidized rates to
safeguard interest of ‘Digital India’
mission.

e Educational partnerships with reputed
Foreign Institutions and University
Exchange Programs must be taken in a
large quantity to promote Research and
Development in all sectors.

Specific Outcome and Discussion

The government must ensure allocation of
the considerable amount of budget over
education, research and development
related activities, only then India can
compete with first-world nations in all
socio-economic dimensions. An effort
needs to be done at all level to minimize
conventional education approaches and
rather adopting novel and technologically
superior methods necessarily to re-
construct present-day academic curriculum
and teaching proficiency in the Indian
subcontinent. May we all of us take the
sincerest pledge to accept the radical
changes in the teaching and learning
architecture to smoothen the adaptability

[5].
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Need of Value Education
In Modern age in Indian
Context

Mithu Dey
Assistant Professor, Civil Engg.

Technology and political environments are
changing rapidly nowadays. People's
thought, emotion, life styles are greatly
affected by this. Luxurious lifestyle, name,
fame, money has almost become basic
needs for them. They are adopting unethical
ways to achieve their goals. Nowadays,
most of the people have money, fame,
power, but they are involved in crime and
unethical works. People are more attached
with the materialistic comforts. They are
struggling to live in this materialistic world,
resulting in depression, anxiety in life. This
is evident in lack of moral values among the
people. People have lost power of
tolerance, honesty, purity, love. Jealousy,

hatred, conflict, unhappiness, corruption,
and crimes are polluting the environment.
Materialism, consumerism,
commercialization of education,
environmental degradation, violence, and
terrorism, misuse of technology, threats of
global warming are increasing. This
situation has made people realize the
importance of values, moral in their life. It
is clear that this materialistic comfort is not
sufficient to give real peace to the human
being. Modern education is helping people
to earn money, materialistic comfort but not
character. Values and ethics act as ? guiding
force for effective use of these materials.
Nation needs education, which can impart
values for making strong character.
Without character building, the education
will be useless at individual and societal
levels.

If we look back at our ancient education
system, we can see that the basic aim was
to teach the moral values to develop good
character. Parents used to send their
children to the guru in Gurukul, where they
used to learn the basic needs to live happily
in this world. Guru means who removes the
darkness. Guru used to show the path of
light by removing ignorance. The basic
aim was to live in society and in the family
with happiness, to control their emotions,
thoughts in critical situation. The ancient
education emphasized on the development
of strong character. Guru used to teach
them how to master thoughts by self-
realization and keep balance between the
internal and external worlds. They used to
learn the values satyam [truthfulness],
sivam  [goodness], and  sundaram
[pleasantness], and ethics which are four
pursathra dharma [righteousness], artha
[wealth], kum [desires] and moksha
[liberation]. They used to follow the right
path to earn wealth for maintaining their
family and to reach ultimately the goal of
liberation, moksha. They followed the four
stages of life, those are four ashram
brhamyacharya, garhstya, banprastha and
sannayasa. They lived happily in this world.
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Now the time has come to restore the values
and morals and that can be achieved
through proper education. Reorientation of
modern education based on values, moral is
of utmost importance. Education is a
wonderful platform for transferring the
knowledge, skill and attitude in the
teaching learning system.  Through
education the ethical, conscientious,
decision making personality can be
developed. The most important goal of
education shall be creation of good
responsible citizens. This is the primary and
universal need of individual, societies and
nations. Today society strongly needs
individual, who will actually work for the
welfare of people without fake promise.
This will help to build a stronger, safer
society. Parents and teachers have the
greater role in this. The children learn
values from their parent first. However,
today’s parents are busy and occupied and
they do not have enough time to spend with
their children. After initial parenting, they
learn values, moral from the school. Hence,
the incorporation of value-based education
in the curricula shall be an important aspect
of modern education system. Without
values, the human being is like an
inefficient driver on the road. Here the
teachers have a great role to play in
inculcating moral, values among the
students. Today’s students are the future
generation for building a strong nation.
Teachers having strong character, well
equipped with mental, emotional and
physical attributes, are instrumental in
developing a strong nation. The role of
today’s teacher shall be same as the ancient
guru for the development of all three
domains knowledge [gyanyoga],
skill[karmayoga] ,attitude[bhaktiyoga].

Swami  Vivekananda wanted such
education  through  which  strong,
responsible, empathetic character can be
developed. Proper education can help to
manifest the moral, values among the
students, so that they can judge what is

wrong or right, good or bad. They can take
decision regarding: “what shall be and shall
not be done in a situation.”

Swamiji said, “Education is not the amount
of information that is put into your brain
and runs riot there undigested, all your life.
Education means that process by which
character is formed, strength of mind is
increased, and intellect is sharpened, as a
result of which one can stand on one’s own
feet”

Today’s education will be responsible for
the creation of the future world. If the
education is proper then future world will
be pure and strong.

Lord Krishna says in the Bhagabad Gita
“there is no such pure thing in this universe
than knowledge”.

. TESIE THfAr: TEIAT TR |
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A Little Star

Prof. Debi Prasad Mishra
Director

Yesterday | saw a little star,
Whispering into my tensed ear,

With her translucent stream of light,

"l am your lovely little star,

You have been searching for year after
year".

Before I could look at her face,

She disappeared from my dark sky,
Like a sparkle of streak light,

Leaving me in her enigmatic radiance.

Again that twinkling little star,
Appeared from behind the shadow of
cloud,

And filled my desperate heart,

With pious light of bliss and peace,

To vanish again into the deep dark sky.

Determined mentally not to miss,

The bewildered sight of little star,

I cogitate on her sight ceaselessly,

With limited power of my worldly eyes.
That smiling little star,

Suddenly appeared in the sky,
Conveyed to me her eternal love,

For my wretched body and soul.

| felt her intense and esthetic embrace,

Of that mischievous little star,

Like a lustful impatient man,

Heedless of my conscientious consent,

| feel like leaving this wretched world,
Leaving all my worldly responsibilities,
And wish to rush towards that little star,
To make me free from the bondage of life.

The Full Circle

Prof. Habiba Hussain
Associate Professor,
Education & Management

Jumping up and down

across the lane;

Escaped out of its solitude
through the window pane.
Enjoyed the perfect life,

the rolling ring -

Travelling every nook & corner
in the cool spring.

Alas! It was hit by a stone

at a distance the ring was thrown;

Landed in a garden with its broken part
all of a sudden, life came to a halt

But wait, mused the ring - | can hear
something,

Sounds unknown, unheard before

Wow, kids running, their laughter & roar.
Flowers whispering, butterflies flapping,
birds chirping, cuckoos singing.
Witnessing children, playing with the
swing

Lovely sight! Thought the rolling ring
Different tastes —I had been missing

Up saw the ring, tears rolling

How could I thank Thee, cried the ring
That break was inspiring, realised the little
ring

And now, with life full circle, its a
different world,

Gracefully moved the ring - no longer
rolling;

But dancing and embracing every moment
that life could bring.
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If You Want

Radhanath Rout
Library

If you want to change,
Change yourself first.

If you want to kill
Kill your anger first.

If you want to worship
Worship your parent first

If you want to laugh,
Laugh at your foolishness.
If you want to speak,
Speak politelly & gently.

If you want to improve,
Improve your own standard.

If you want to share,

Share your feelings with friends.

If you want to respect,
Respect with others first.

If you want to clean,
Clean your heart.

If you want to get God,
to love all & Serve all

A Little Boy's Dream

Manthan Maiti
Student

There was a little boy who loved stories. He
loved when his mom and dad read them to
him at night to help him fall asleep. He
loved watching stories unfold in his favorite
cartoons on TV. And he loved getting lost
in the library and discovering the stories
hidden away on the shelves. Every time he
heard a new story, it was like being taken to
a far away place to experience a new
adventure. Sometimes he would swim the
depths of the ocean in search of long lost
pirate treasure. At other times he would be
in ancient Egypt watching the great
pyramids being built. After that he might
fly to the moon and leave his footprints in
the moondust as he jumps across the
surface. If he wanted some excitement he
would go millions of years into the past and
run from a hungry dinosaur as it chased him
through the jungle. All he needed was a
good book and his imagination would do
the rest. One night, just like any other, the
little boy ate his dinner, brushed his teeth,
and wore his pajamas. His mom came into
his bedroom and tucked him into bed. She
then went to the bookcase to find a good
story to read at bedtime, but a very strange
thing happened. Every book his mother
reached for, the little boy asked for a
different one.

“Can you please read a different one Mom?
| already heard that one too many times.”

His mother checked the entire bookcase and
for every book she picked, even the really
big one with all of the fairy tales, the little
boy asked for a different one.
Then his mother said, “Oh dear, I'm afraid
your Dad and | have already read every
story to you so many times. How about we
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skip story time for tonight and soon we will
go and find some more books for you.”

With that the little boy’s mother kissed him
goodnight and he did the same to her. But
he did not have a good night at all, for a
scary thought had come into his mind and
would not leave. He tossed and turned all
night as he wondered whether he might one
day read all the books in the world, and
there would be no more stories left for him.

The next day, the little boy went to his
mother and asked her, “Mom, do you think
it is possible that one day | might hear every
story there is, and there will be no new
adventures for me?”

“No son, there are many stories out there,
and the only thing to worry about is having
enough time for all of them.”

Then the boy went to his father and asked
him, “Dad, do you think it is possible that
one day | might hear every story there is,
and there will be no new adventures for
me?”

“No son, there are many stories and there
will always be new ones. Do not worry.”

The little boy felt a little better. That night,
he ate dinner, brushed his teeth, and wore
his pajamas as usual. When he was tucked
into bed, there were still no new books for
him. So once again he started to wonder and
worry about running out of stories, and
when he closed his eyes and fell asleep, he
started dreaming about his troubles. In his
dream, the little boy flew through the sky
and saw the many stories he had listened to
and read in his life. He saw the pirate’s
treasure, the great pyramids, the footprints
on the moon, and the hungry dinosaurs. He
saw many more things but he flew past all
of them for they were from stories he had
already heard. After some time he reached
the end and saw no more stories so he flew
down to the ground. Above him was the

night sky full of stars, and in front of him
was a mysterious shadow. Two bright eyes
appeared in the shadow and looked at the
little boy.

The shadow then spoke to him. “Welcome,
little one. You must be quite troubled if you
have come all the way here.”

“Who are you?” asked the little boy.

“I am the Spirit of Stories,” said the
mysterious figure. “When there is a story
that must be told, I am the one who makes
it happen.”

“I have a question for you, Spirit of Stories.
Is it possible that one day | might hear every
story there is, and there will be no new
adventures for me?”

“Do not worry, there will always be stories
for you,” said the shadowy figure.

“But | have no more bedtime stories in my
bookcase. What should I do when that
happens?” asked the little boy.

“When that happens, you must create your
own stories of course,” replied the Spirit of
Stories.

“But | am not a writer,” said the little boy.

“All you need to do is pick up a pen and put
it to paper. Your imagination will do the
rest.”

“I will do as you say. I think it will be fun
for other people to share in my adventures.
Thank you Spirit of Stories.”

“When you leave, you must remember what
| have said, little one. A story can only exist
if there is a storyteller.”

The little boy flew into the sky, again flying
past the stories he has heard before, but this
time he smiled as he saw them. He knew
that there would be many more new stories
to join the old ones. Soon his dream faded
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away and the little boy slept peacefully,
with no more worries in his mind.

The Mysterious Lady

Marisha Naskar, Age:12
(Daughter of Prof. S. K. Naskar)

There was a team of boys in Croatia. They
were much brave. They heard many horror
stories but they wanted to feel something
spooky. After a few days a family shifted
near their house. There were four members
in the new family, father, mother, brother &
sister. After three days, at the night a black
cat came near the window of the house
where the new family was staying. It came
and changed into a lady who had curly
black long hair; she was around six ft tall.
So one day they wanted to know what was
going on. It was no moon day, it was very
dark so they tool a lamp and went to see. It
was very hazy and stormy night. The trees
were trembling, it was something different,
they felt scared, the bravest boy Luca told
to follow him. Suddenly the lamp blew off.
Luca was very furious; still he walked in the
front towards the window. Finally they
reached the window; they looked down
towards the ground. They saw the black cat,
suddenly it ran away then they saw the
Lady who lived near their house, it was the
mother of their neighbour, who was around
six ft tall and had black curly hairs. Next
morning came; they went to the
neighbour’s house and asked the children
“why does she roam around in the garden at
the night”. The children said “our mother
has sleep walk that is why she roams around
the garden at the night”. The boys said
“what is the black cat?”” The children told it
was our pet cat.

Moral of the story: there is no ghost
anywhere in the world.
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